A tree with deep roots: 54th anniversary of nurse practitioners.
More than 270,000 nurse practitioners (NPs) celebrate the profession's 54th anniversary this year. NPs have significantly expanded patient care options and availability. Many states now allow full practice authority for NPs, and all states now allow NPs to prescribe. Doctor of Nursing Practice-prepared NP enrollment is rising. The NP profession as an integral part of the US health care system has significantly strengthened our health care system, making the tree with deep roots even stronger and more substantial than ever.